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money, temper and time, by adopting the perfectly simple and
common-sense method embodied in the clause than if they were to
lay down in regard to industrial combination a new code of the
law of agency." Heads were shaken and grave doubts expressed
when the Bill reached the Lords, but it was passed without alteration.
It was the cue of the Liberal party to represent the whole work of
the session as having been wrecked by the House of Lords; and the
Education Bill had loomed so big and taken so large a part of the avail-
able time that there was some plausibility in the assertion. But both
in amount and importance the measures saved would have done credit
to a full session of any ordinary Parliament. Labour had little cause
to complain. In addition to the Trade Disputes Act, it obtained a
workmen's compensation Act incorporating Chamberlain's Act of
1897 and extending it to six million new workers, including fishermen,
seamen and shipmasters, clerks, shop-assistants, postmen and domestic
servants. Domestic servants were Campbell-Bannerman's own special
contribution. They were not included in the Bill as drafted, but,
listening one afternoon to a debate on an amendment for their inclusion
he astonished his colleagues by announcing, without consulting any
of them, that the Government accepted the amendment. It was in
a minor degree a repetition of his stroke on the Trade Disputes Bill
and highly characteristic of his method.
Most important of all, the Government carried through in this
session its measure for conferring self-government on the Transvaal.
That was largely CampbeU-Bannerman's own work, and on it rests
his chief tide to fame as a constructive statesman. He considered it
in fact a question in which he personally had a special responsibility.
For in spite of his sympathy with the Boers, he had been one of the
first to express the opimon that the annexation of their States would
be an inevitable consequence of the war, but to this he had attached
the condition that annexation should be followed as quickly as
possible by free self-governing institutions. In his own thoughts he
interpreted " as quickly as possible " as being when a Liberal Govern-
ment first had the opportunity.
The war had been followed in both the Boer States by a period of
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